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THOUGHTS, &c. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


I O encourage you what I can, 1 ſet about 


very incompetent ; but reſting on Chriſt as m 

wiſdom, have hope of being ſo inſtructed, by his 
word and Spirit, as that what I write ſhall not be 
found uſeleſs, The foul we now ſpeak of, is 
conſcious it has had a realized work of the Spitit 
in ſincere repentance; has been ſhewed the way 
of ſalvation by faith in the Son of God, and has 
with all its powers moſt willingly embraced it. 

| Had an inconteſtable evidence it was reconciled 
to the Father through the Son, by the witneſs and 
powerful workings of the Holy Ghoſt, It had 
| liberty alſo to look into that amazing love of 
God, in giving his only Son to make an atone- 
ment for "the Rind of mankind, and to that no 
lets wonderful love of Jefus Chriſt in freely 


r 


increaſed this wonder is that itſelf ſhould have 
a part in this great tranſaction, ſaying, He hath 
loved me, and given himſelf for me, I, even L 


fins, 


this arduous taſk, of which I know myſelf 


offering himſelf a ſacrifice for us. But what 


have redemption in his blood, the forciveneſs of 
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The joy it felt in all this is beyond 


ſins. 
deſcription. 


had a conſtant delight in him. 
the power of the ſoul to abide in this delightful 
ſtate I cannot determine, but ſure I am the moſt 


do not, and yet I think mere ſelf-love would en- 


gage us to keep it, if we could. But however it 
may pleaſe God to exempt a few, the generality 
of believers, according to the ſcriptures, are 
called out to fight the battles of the Lord, againſt 
ſatan, the world, and fin. 


be glorified, and Jeſus exalted by the ſoul in 
time and eternity, therefore is the ſoul gradually 
led to an acquainfance with itſelf, in the know- 
ledge of its inbred corruption. Not that it was 


altogether ignorant of it, yet what it knew of it 


at the time of repentance was but in the groſs; 60 
| ſpire: 


now it is to be led to know its every part, and 
the quality of every ſuch part. Now commences 
the ſtruggle for life. From this time the ſoul 
and ſatan are ſtriving for the victory. In order 
to obtain which, we are exhorted to put on the 
whole armour of God, that we may be able te 
ſtand in the evil day. And what a bleſſed worc 
15 that---take no thought for the morrow. Wha 
a relief to the ſoul in this its Chriſtian warfare 
If it can obtain this liberty (and I am ſure 1 
can) it has as it were half overcome itſelf, an- 
all its ſpiritual enemies. It is not poſſible t. 
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It walked in this liberty for ſome | 
weeks or months, nor could it believe it ſnould 
ever feel evil any more, for it found the love of '©* © 
God wholly poſſeſs it, ſo that day and night it | 
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gained, in 
confining our hopes and fears to this day only. 
Experience teaches the ſoul, by this to know 
To obſerve its lips or falls. 
The ſtrength of its corruption, and the ſubtilty 


and power of the enemy, and how to make uſe of 


its ſpiritual weapons with the greateſt advantage, 
My brother, ſet yourſelf to pray for this, I 


know the Lord will give it you. I have not in 


this ſenſe had a ſecond day for near forty years. By 


this alſo you wilt be accuſtomed to obſerve your 
conduct towards God and man, and the advan- 


tages got over the world, and every evil deſire to 


which you find your ſoul inclined. At night 


vou will be humbled before the Lord, for what 
has been amiſs in the day. 


And thus by daily 
waſhing in the laver of the blood of Jeſus, lay 
yourſelf down in peace, 


examination, I pray you never omit it, I know 
its benefit in the tenderneſs of conſcience it in- 
ſpires, and the fear of offending or grieving the 
Spirit, as alſo the advantage the ſoul gets over all 
the wiles of the adverſary, and its own unbelieving 
fears. I have dwelt the longer on this, as know- 


ing the importance of the advice, and the good 


reſulting from it if it be accepted, and put in 
practice. For you have a fight to fight, a race to 
run, and an enemy to oppoſe, and to conquer, 
who is quite wel! acquainted with every weakneſs 
and evil diſpoſition of your ſoul. And as all the 
evil in the fallen ſoul is the devil's own works, he 


muſt certainly know how to ſuit his temptations 


to 


As much of your cloſe. 
walking with God depends on this daily and cloſe 
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lor the knowledge of the deep-rooted nature off:! 


= 
to the nature of thoſe his works. He is alſo an eyi 
implacable, revengeful, miſerable and reſtleſs ſpi- 3 ing 
rit, and endeavours by all his power and ſubtilty, rat! 
to revenge himſelf on the followers of Jeſus, for ble 
his expulſion out of heaven. But thou art a be- loy 
liever. Know thy privilege, For greater s He he 
that is in thee than all thoſe that are againſt thee. J firſt 
Glorify Him then in relying on Him as thy Sav- nov 
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jour and Deliverer. Make thy requeſt to Him at luſt 


all times, remembring that prayer binds the ar- it! 
mour cloſe about thee, diſcovers and fruſtrates all Jhoy 


the dark ſchemes of ſatan, and gives thee power ches 


over them, By prayer thou doſt teſtify thy faith moſ 
and dependence.on God thy Saviour. Beware thou} Th 
liſten to no temptation that would diſengage thee fits a 
from, or make thee reaſon on the matter or mannerjcon! 
of thy prayer, as that prayer is always acc epted of fits h 
God where the underſtanding is engaged, and theſand 
ſoul feels its own wants. Nay, if thou art over-hard 


come by ſin, go to prayer. Stay not any time ſti 


thee repentance for it. So ſhalt thou get morepeſtr 
ee and ſtrength, ſee more into the na- t ca 


plas to the vil. And o Ws Reg thus armed 


inbe 
in all 5 forms. Your own cloſeſt be-pppli 
ſetting 5h comes firſt in view, and makes itsf:is g 


appearance at almoſt all times and places. Thigsſpe- 
God wiſcly orders for the trial of faith, andÞonec 
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5 an evil in your ſoul. If pride be the general prevail- 


ſpi- j ing evil of the fallen ſoul, it draws with it, or 
ilty, 4 rather there are rooted in it, a number of 4 878. 
, for} ble evils, as ſtubbornneſs, ſelf-will, idolatry, ſelf- 
a be- love, anger, revenge, &c. And this pride may well 
s He be called the mother-root of all evil, as it is the 
thee. J firſt diſcovered and the laſt deſtroyed. What need 
Sav- now of faith and paticnce, to encounter all thoſe 


im at luſts and paſſions the ſoul finds daily difcovered in 


e ar-Jit! What different thoughts now ſpring up, and 
es all how does faith, hope, deſire and fear by turns 
oower cheer or depreſs the ſpirit ! But what the fou! has 
faith Jmoſt to look at, and guard againit, is unbelief. 
thou This many-headed monſter will be ever makin 

2 thee fits appearance. And how amazing it is that the 
annerjconſciouſly juſtified ſoul] ſhould ſo often fall under 
ted of fits baneful influence, to the diſhonour of its Lord, 


nd theland the ſtain of its Chriſtian character. Yet how 


over- hard to give ſuch advice as will help the ſou! 

y timefime of need; ſeeing they that are happily freed from 
) aloneSt know its deep-rooted evil, deep as in-bred fin; 
d giveſor can it be wholly BABY till fin be totally 
t more eſtroyed. But muſt it be ſubmitted to, becauie 
he na- t cannot without a ſtroke of Omnipotence be 
y givefooted out? God forbid, For if fo, why not 
armedpive place to every ſin we are tempted to? Is not 
od, youſjcſus Chriſt as able to ſave from the power of 
ſider ithnbelief as of any other fin? Why then is he not 


lis glory, fo to ſpeak, ſeems more concerned in 
eſpect to this, as certainly it is great diſhonour 
one to Him not to believe his word; yea, many 
mes to give credit to the adverſary more than to 


Him. 


>plied to when we are under this temptation ? 
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manner we do, 


The truth is, unbelief is not laid to heart 


Him. 


in the manner it ought to be. We at times feel 


the want of peace, power and love, but aſcribe it 
to any thing rather than unbelief. Does the ſoul 
remember Jeſus is the Corner- ſtone of the build- 
ing, the rock of ſalvation; the name by wnich 
alone we can be ſaved? And here I cannot but 
remark a ſtrange religious phenomenon that I ob- | 


At 


ſerved in myſelf, and many other believers. 
the time of our firſt love no one of the Trinity 


ſeemed to engroſs our affection like the Son of 
God, 
Him we cleaved, 
our ſouls; 


The name of Jeſus was precious. 


waſhed us from our fins in His own blood. 


God by the death of his Son ? Are we not hereby 
become heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jeſus 
Chriſt? Are we not one body with Him, partakers, 
as the apoſtle ſays, of His fleſh, and of His bones! 
He our head, and we His members? He the vine 
and we the branches ? 

Now adverting to theſe ſtrong ſimilitudes as w 
ought to do, (for it is to His glory) would no 
f en and conſolation take place in the ſoul 
and diſtruſt and tormenting fear be removed? 


Bu 


To ; 
He was the joy and delight of 
becauſe we knew He had loved us, and 
But 
when our natural corruption was diſcovered, un- 
belief ſtrangely teok place, and we almoſt forgot 
the name of Jeſus the Saviour; and this is ſtill? 
the main cauſe of our daily complainings. 
we but daily advert to what we really are in the 
eſtimation of God, we ſhould not be ſo caſt down, 
or give place to the ſuggeſtions of ſatan in the 
Are we not really reconciled to 
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But my corruptions are ſo ſtrong, ſays the ſoul, 
and all theſe corruptions have (as I feel) a pecu- 


liar enmity to Jeſus Chriſt, how then can I with - 


any confidence come to Him, while I am ſo cor- 
rupt and contrary to Him ? Doſt thou not know, 
or wilt thou not remember and conſider, that the 
Lord the Almighty God altereth not ? What He 


was to thee when He juſtified thee freely by His 


grace, that He 1s to thee at this day, Let Him 
take thee then, and give thee to know and feel 


the very nature of a devil, and give thee alſo to 


know this is thine. 

True—but the guilt of fin is gone, and the 
power removed (For I ſpeak to the conſcious be- 
liever, who lives in the commiſſion of no fin, 


Why 


and why muſt He ſee fin in thee with the ſame 


guiltineſs thou ſeeſt it? Has He not transferred 
it all on His own Son? And does He not ac- 


knowledge that He has received a ſufficient ſa- 
tisfaction? What art thou doing of, then? Por— 
ing upon the guiltineſs of thy ſin, where there 
is none? Believe this, or believe thy Saviour a 
little god, and that the ſacrifice of Himſelf was 


not adequate to the guiltineſs of all thy ſin. Doſt 
thou ſhudder at this? Shudder then at thy un- 


belief: for this it is that ungods Him with thee. 
; then ſhalt thou go 
on thy way with joy and gladneſs of heart. Light 


is ſown for the righteous, and God hath conſti- 
tuted thee a righteous ſoul, and looketh always 
He never ſees thee now as a 

Fol- 


upon thee as ſuch. 


«< ——— — — —— 
_ m— SAAD —— —— ——ũ—— 


4 64 


W • UU — 


AGES) 


(720 3 

| polluted foul to condemnation, but beholds thee 
WM as united to His Son, and, for His ſake, always 
| well pleaſing in His ſight. I ſay always, for thou 

art careful to avoid all occaſions of diſpleaſing 

Him. 1 | 
And now, if thou canſt believe it, for it muſt 
be true, there is no angel in heaven does the will 
of God more than thou now doſt; neither will 
the Captain of thy ſalvation be ever better pleaſed 
with thec than He is in this day. If I may be 
allowed to ſay ſo, God our Saviour ſhews you as 
a miracle to angels. For is it any thing leſs, to 
ſee a ſoul juſt eſcaped out of the power of the 
devil, ſet itſelf, by the grace of God, againſt that 
prince of darkneis, and all his, infernal legions, 
and this at a time, it may be, when it ſces itſelf 
the moſt like them it cver did: 

My brother, ſtruggle on, fight the good fight: 
for as ſure as Chriſt liveth for you and in you, 
you ſhall come off victorious, and this time ſhall 
never be forgotten, no, not in eternity, Remem- 
ber to him that overcometh are the great promiſes 
made, as arc largely ſpoken of in the Revelation. 
Believe me, thou haſt no cauſe to envy thoſe 
whom God leads in a ſmoother path; for thou art 
called to a more honourable poit in his army. 
And though thou art not called out to ſuffer 
martyrdom in His cauſe, yet wilt thou pleaſe 
tim as well, if thou ſuffer Him to kill, and ut- 
terly deſtroy the old man in thee, For this He 
requires thy conſtant hearty wiil and conſent, He 
will certainly do this for thee, and for this very 
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end He is come to live in thee by His Spirit. 
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But thou muſt be a worker together with him 
for this, Thy work is a diligent attendance on 
the means of grace, praying carneſtly and con- 
ſtantly, that thou mayeſt be ſpiritual in the uſe 
If thou haſt any dependence on them, 
thou wilt be unſatisfied if thou doſt not find that 
In them- 


comfort from them thou didſt expect. 
2 ſelves they are nothing, neither art thou called 
to expect good from them, They are, as St. 
Paul ſpeaks, in themſelves a ſhadow, but the 


P”% 


body or ſubſtance is of Chriſt, The believer 1s 


; called to have fellowſhip with Chriſt in the uſe of 
! theſe, and this he is principally to look to, 
God is a jealous God, and will not give his 
glory to creatures, 
there he expects we ſhould find him, and no 


Our 


Our hearts are his temple, 


where elſe. Fix thyſelf on him, and thou wilt 
get away from the works of the lavv. The means 
are works of the law, when they are depended 
on, or hoped in for good. But they are works 
of faith as we advert to Jeſus, the life and ſpirit 
of them. We muſt carry this faith through 
every work we are called to, even the works of 
Jour particular calling. By an attendance to this, 
we get to know how to live a life of faith, For 
having this living oracle within us, we are led 
more and more to conſult it in all things. This 
is that faith which, kept in a pure conſcience, is 
of ſo great efficacy to the ſoul in its Chriſtian 
warfare, and of which fo great things are ſpoken, 
and to which the premiſes are annexed, that to 
he believer are all yea and amen. Here vou fre tan 
he one thing needial jor us is J ſos, In hun 

| we 
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we have the Father, the Word, and the Holy 


Ghoſt; all bearing teſtimony to all the œconomy 
of God our Saviour onfearth, and of all the 


gracious work in the ſouls of thoſe who believe. 


We may ſay then, if God be for us who can be 
againſt us? What ſhall ſeparate us from the love 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus? Why fear we then the 
way of the oppreſſor ? What can wicked ſpirits 
do againft us, who have God ſo near us? Their 
works while they abide give us pain, but cannot 
ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt, whoſe blood 
ſhall cleanſe our ſouls from every ſtain and ſpot 
of fin, Let us then be courageous, and conflict | 
ſtill with fin and ſatan, hoping and expecting | 
ſpeedy deliverance from all his works and all his 
power. Thus far we have conſidered the ſoul 
as ſenſible of the works of the devil in it, and 
the ſure way of getting deliverance from all his 
works and all his power. But we are to over- 
come him, as he is ſtiled the god of this world. | 
Here his government is great, and his ſubjects | 
many, and all combined in cloſeſt league againſt | 


* 


the followers of the holy Jeſus, and who will 
do their utmoſt by force or fraud to ſtop us in 
our race, or make our way bitter and painful. 
We have need herein to know we have armour of 


proof, that we go not out againſt theſe numerous 


foes without our ſword and ſhield, The word of 


God is never of greater benefit to us than in our 
endeavour to overcome the world, This our Lord 
manifeſts in his tem, tation by the devil. It is 
for the want of the knowledge of theſe living 


oracles, that ſo many are carried away by its 
vanities 
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vanities, and others ſeduced by fears and cares. 
We who believe ſhould endeavour to be imitators 


j of the poor and deſpiſed Jeſus, who had not 


where to lay his head. We call him Maſter and 
Lord, and profeſs to be his followers, let us not 
then deny to be taught of him. He has told us, 
if we forſake not houſes and lands, and all that 
we have, we cannot be his diſciples, that is, 
we cannot be ſaved by him. It is ſtrange that 
any who have taſted the good word, and felt the 
powers of the world to come, and have been 
partakers of the heavenly gift of juſtifying grace, 
ſhould ever turn again to the beggarly elements 
of this life, and prefer the love of money, or any 
thing that money can purchaſe, to the love of 
Jeſus. Nay we ſhould hardly give credit to the 
ſcriptures reſpecting this, if we did not ſee it 
evidenced in our day, and by thoſe alſo who have 
been, or perhaps are now among us, But this 
comes from the ignorance we have of the word of 
God; we have not made it our daily ſtudy, 
therefore it has not taken deep root in the mind, 
for it is not poſſible to believe the ſcriptures to be 
of God, and act in that manner. But it appears 
to be contrary to the natural love we have to 
ourſelves, in that we knowingly, and as it were 
deliberately, let go a greater good for a leſs. 
But we ſee how the god of this world blindeth 
the minds of thoſe that believe not. How are 
the mighty fallen, and the weapons of .war periſh- 
ed: for how very few of theſe return to their 
firſt love, And though it may be God does not 


utterly reject them, yet what lamentation and 
mourning 
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1 
mourning has been ſeen with them, at the time of 
their deceaſe, and how has the awakened con- 
ſcience then filled them with horrible fear of the 
diſpleaſure of God, for their paſt conduct towards 
him. 
gave their ſins, yet what a loſs of glory will they 
for ever ſuſtain. But all have not obtained the 
grace of repentance, and to theſe how dreadful] 


the Fall. But riches, or the pleaſures indulged 
by them, is not the only things our Lord bids us | 


beware of ; the cares alſo of this world, and the 
deſire of other things, he ſays, choak the word 
and make it unfruitful. This ſeems ſpoken to 


| believers, who have received the ſeed of the 


goſpel, and in whom it did abide, but did not 
bring forth fruit unto holineſs. The reafon was, 
they did not keep the faith, In the time of trial 
they did not look to Jeſus, but to ſecond cauſes, 
and ſo diſhonoured their head; forſook their 
rock, and plunged themſelves into diſtreſs and 
affliction, which brought darkneſs, unbelief, 
and diſtruſt upon the mind, This not being at- 
tended to as the ſin of the ſoul, and it not return— 
ing to God, under a conſciouſneſs of the guilt 


contracted, it could not proceed in its Chriſtian 


courſe, being ſtopt by the powers of darkneſs, 


working up the mind againſt God, as no friend 


to the ſou}, becauſe he ſuffered it to be {o tempted 
and aflicied, Js nature joining with the devil, 
leaves God and „es over to the world, Yet 
are tack brought back with more eaſe than the 


former, For having wearied themſelves in their 
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Jin the world, their backſlidings reproving them, 
they again ſeek the Lord, and he is n 
b found of them. 


Indeed they that purſue the deſire of other things; 


not being ſatisfied with the love of Chriſt, though 
not rich, yet deſiring and ftriving to be ſo, may 
be ranked with them, and no doubt are ſo by our 
Lord, and the juſtice of God muſt take place on 
the one as on the other, Here you ſee, my brother, 
what we eſcape who believe the word of God, 
and the teſtimony of Jeſus, 
for God, that he gives a thouſand fold even in 
this life. 
Yof faith to the ſoul in and under every weight 
land affliction of ſpirit, 
brings, or ſuffers to come upon it. 
poſlible to know but by experience, how the at- 


And this he does by giving an increaſe 


he in his providence 
It is not 


tention to the providence of God, helps the foul 
to believe his word, and to rely on him for its 


[daily bread, both for ſoul and body. Herein is 


the great advantage they have, whoſe ſituation re- 
Iquircs their dependence on God for their daily 
Iſ;zpport, over them that are not ſo circumſtanced, 


relation, with all the fimplicity of children, 
{| [heir frequent returns of anſwers to prayer, at 
times docs ſo confound them, that they have no 
conce ption or words to expreſs their ſenſe of the 
ſavor of God towards them. But what an in- 
tercourſe docs this open between God and the 


foul ! what an holy familiarity does it produce! 


From thoſe he will withhold notaing that Nay 
| conduce 


And I am a witneſs | 


They more immediately rely and depend on God 
Itheir Father and friend, and go to him 1n that- 


( 16 ) 


conduce to their increaſe in the knowledge of his 


word and will, but gives them to know the nature 
of true ſpiritual worſhip, and the way to keep it. 


They, when they taſte the ſweets of it, are drawn 


out more towards it, and endeavour to get free 
from every thing that would obſtruct or hinder the 
loving communion they have with the Lord. 
Therefore they let the word of God make all 
that impreſſion on their minds he is willing it 
ſhould. They love the light and walk in it. 
They bring their thoughts, deſires, words, and 
works before God, to know whether or not they 
are approved of before him. 
very tender, they ſee and feel the leaſt touch of evil, 
and are careful not to give place, but if overtaken, 
fly inſtantly to the blood of Jeſus, not reſting till 
they know the offence is forgiven. Theſe are the 
choſen of the Lord, in the world, but not of the 
world, but crucified to it, and they to the world. 
The Lord having led them thus far, now gives 


them to be more acquainted with the nature of | 
ſelf-love, and how: ſtrongly and conſtantly it | 


works in the hearts of his own children. 


This 


is evidenced by our conſtant deſire of a ſmoother 


path to the kingdom of heaven, than the ſcriptures 
will allow. us, or our Lord's example, and that 
of his holy apoſtles give us room to hope for. 
When ever we walk out of the narrow way, our 


conſciences ſmart for it, and ſhame covers our | 
We find it better for us to 


faces before the Lord. 
preſs forward, continually ſtriving to overcome 
ourſelves, and to get the mind that was in Chriſt, 
who ſought not his own glory, nor did his own 

e | 2 will, 


Their conſcience is 


hear and anſwer his own ſpirit's cry in the ſoul, 


„ 


will, but the will and glory of his heavenly 


Father. This we muſt have an eye to in all our 


daily walk before God. 


Self ſeeking and ſelf pleaſing, in the ways 
of God, are quite contrary to all the tenor of the 
goſpel, derogatory to the glory of God, and in- 
jurious to our peace and proſperity in the divine 
life. But how hard a work utterly to forſake 


! ourſelves, and live abſolutely dependent on God 


for his carrying on this great work in the ſoul, 
no one knows, but he that experiences the oppo- 
ſition nature makes, and that from ignorance, 
though not known ſo to be at that time. Hence 
ariſes our bitter complaints againſt ourſelves, be- 
cauſe we are not one part of a week what we were 
the other, or one part of a day what we are the 
other, though we endeavour and aim at pleafing 
God at all times. Various times, and in many 
ways do theſe trials come, before the ſoul ſees 
God is in all this, that it is to root and ground 
it more in faith and dependence on Jeſus, and 
take it altogether away from itſelf. But here the 
Lord ſhews the ſoul, that theſe weakneſſes muſt 
continue, and itſelf be ſubject to many, and griev- 
ous temptations from the devil, except it be de- 
livered from inbred {in : of this the ſoul is truly 
ſenſible, as having at times found it an heavy 
burthen, But underſtanding it to be the will of 
the Lord to deliver it, gives itſelf no reſt, but day 


| and night makes its humble and earneſt requeſt 


to him, that it may be a partaker of this great 
ſalvation, and the Lord is graciouſly pleaſed to 


and 


„ 


and give it an undeniable teſtimony of his having 
done this great qq, 


And now having an in— 
ward liberty, it never before enjoyed, and ſuch a 
degree of love, which for its power and exten- 
fiveneſs in the ſoul, it never before felt, it longs 
to be all that God would have it be, finding it- 
ſelf capable of doing the will of God, in a man- 


ner it never could do, as unbelief is altogether 


removed, But the wicked Spirit will do all 
he can to diſturb the ſoul, and unhx it from its 
rock, by falſe ſuggeſtions; as that it has deceived 
itſelf, in reſpect of the work it thinks there is 
done in it, yet is it only its own imagination that 
is worked up to believe what is not really effected 
in it, as it will know in a little time. But this, 


to a ſoul inſtructed as this hath been in the work 


of grace, will be of little weight. For as it has 
been accuſtomed to prove all the work, hitherto 


wrought in it to be of God, fo doth it at this 
time alſo, not being ſatisfied if it has not every 


day the witneſs of the ſpirit, and the power of 
the ſpirit, to live fully and wholly to the Lord. 
And as to that other temptation, that it will ſoon 


| Joſe what it now has, and be worſe than before, 


the ſou] to-day leaves that with the Lord, and 
goes on its way rejoicing, But the moſt ſubtle 
and powerful temptation is, the enemy endea— 


vours to lift up the ſoul with ſpiritual pride. Here, 


indeed, it muſt look well to itſelf, that it give no 
place to ſelf-pleaſing imagination, but examine 
every thought and defire, not truſfing to itſelf, 
but praying carneftly, and conitantly, that it may 


not be deceived, By this means it will daily go 
on, 
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on, growing in grace, and perfecting holineſs in 
the fear of God. When it is ſomewhat ſtrength- 
ened, and pives glory to ft. believing and 
obeying his word, he 1s pleaſed to try it more in- 
wardly, by giving it to feel a lively ſenſe of its 
own poverty, It had many times prayed it might 
be poor, and baſe and vile in.its own eyes, and 
ſomewhat of this it did know, but now God 
would let it feel the nature of all theſe, In this 
diſcovery he does indeed glorify himſelf, and make 
the creature poſſeſs its own nothingneſs, This 


he does not do by men, or books, but he teaches 
a | * > ) | 
and convinces the ſoul by his own Spirit's work, 


of which it becomes as truly ſenſible as of any 
work that heretofore had been wrought in it. Yet 
the ſtruggle of the ſoul to ſubmit itſelf fully to the 
will of God in this his work is great; for it had 
conceived it ſnould have, as it were, a redundancy 
of wiſdom, power, and love, if it were free from 
inbred corruption, But God knows where we 


are, and what we are, and how to ſecure us from 
the malice and ſubtlety of our ſpiritual encmies, 


and knows this is one effectual means. But the 
bleſſing this work brings with it, is beyond all 


that went before; for in this the ſoul gradually 


loſes itſelf in God, and Chriit, as the ſoul de- 
fired, becomes all in all to it, In all this the 
will of God is to bring the ſoul nearer to him- 
ſelf, according to his own infinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs, But this he does in a way we would 
not chuſe, as he at times removes that delightful 
tenſe the ſoul has of nis preſence and love, in 
order more deeply to imprels it with a lively ſenſe 


of 
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of its own imbecility; THAT IT IS NO- 
THING BUT AT HE MADE IT; 
AND MUST. L, UNLESS HE SUP- 
PORT IT. Here is no room to ſay the Lord never 
withdraws his preſence but for ſin. His preſence is 


not here withdrawn, for he now works in the ſou], 


in as loving and powerful a manner as at any former 


time, But how wilt thou be perſuaded to believe 
this, at the time thou art exerciſed with ſo keen a 


ſenſe of thy helpleſſneſs and ignorance, that thou 
art ready to think, thou art the moſt ignorant of ö 
all the children of God, and feareſt hog ſhalt | 


be a diſgrace to the goſpel, as finding ſuch an 


Inability at thoſe times to ſupport thyſelf, or do 


any thing for God as thou didſt, and haſt a deſire 


to do. Thou art alſo ſenſible of thy littleneſs of 


love to Chrift, and zeal for his glory, ſo that thou 
thinkeſt thou haſt none at all; yet thou knoweſt 
in thy heart thou loveſt him, and him alone. 
But this is not long the caſe: light breaketh 
out from obſcurity, and the ſoul is abundantly 
happier than ever, and by degrees gets wiſdom 
to diſcern the end the Lord has in exerciſing the 
ſoul in this manner. That being altogether emp- 
tied of itſelf, he may live, and reign, and work 


in it, all the counſel of his own will, till he. has 


fitted it to live with him in everlaſting glory. 
Never was Jeſus Chriſt ſo precious to thee, as 
under this knowledge of thyſelf in theſe circum- 
ſtances. Now it is thou ſeeſt into the liberty of 
the children of God, and feeleſt the yoke of Chriſt 
is eaſy, and his burthen light, Now thou truly 
loveſt God, and ſeekeſt his glory in all thy works, 
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4 of God be but 
people thou art in fel- 


lowſhip with, or with others. Or if thou be in 


| any office of love, and God prefer another before 
7 thee in his work, thou art pleaſed and thankful. 


Thus it is the ſoul falls into the mind of Chriſt, 
and gets a diſpoſition to pleaſe him in all things, 
I need ſay nothing of relative duties, as the ſoul 


thus taught of God will be found in them, ac- 
cording to its ſituation and abilities. . 
I have brought this letter to a great length, 


yet cannot conclude without ſaying ſomething in 
reſpect of marriage, as we have nad lamentable 
inftances of unequal marriages among us. But 
thou art a child of God, and as ſuch knoweſt thy 
obligation to, and dependence on, thy heavenly 
Father, You know he is wiſe, and ſeeth into 
future contingencies ; therefore you will not ſtir 


a ſtep in this great affair without conſulting 


him, as knowing thy future peace of mind, and 
proſperity of ſou], depends in great meaſure on 
this tranſaction, If when you look upon a wo- 
man, and think you ſhould like her for a wife, 
ſpeak not one word concerning the affair to her 
before thou haſt conſulted thy Father, who know- 
eth the motive in thee, and alſo the very foul of 
her thou haſt a defire after. If thou findeſt an 
inward liberty from him, and his outward provi- 
dence in reſpect to her agree, then thou mayeſt 
proceed, the Lord is with thee. But do not play 
the hypocrite with him in this, which ſome have 


done, 
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of their own incli- 
But this ſhould be 
thy witneſs ; ommunion with him, 
in the beginning, and Tontinuance of all this 
tranſaction, Then thou wilt be ſure nature pre- 
vailed not, but God was the firſt and the laſt, 
and thou didſt marry with a lively ſenſe of his 
approbation. The almoſt natural conſequence of | 
ſuch a union muſt be happineſs ; at leaſt as much 
as can be expected in this world of fin and forrow. | 
Theſe alſo have a living hope, of an eternal 


nation for the; 


union with their living head, Chriſt Jeſus, 


Your affectionate Brother, 
in our only Lord Jeſus, 


Q: CLARKE 
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